
 
Following is a summary of DoD support to Hurricane Katrina relief as provided by the Office of the 
Assistant Secretary of Defense for Homeland Defense.  
 
Command and Control 

• U.S. Northern Command Commander is Admiral Keating in Colorado Springs, Colorado. 
• Joint Task Force Katrina Commander is Lieutenant General Honore at Camp Shelby, 

Mississippi. 
• Joint Task Force Louisiana National Guard Commander is Major General Landreneau, 

New Orleans, Louisiana. 
• Joint Task Force Mississippi National Guard Commander is Major General Cross at 

Keesler AFB, Mississippi. 
 

Operational Highlights 
• 70,616 Active Duty and National Guard personnel are on the ground or aboard ships 

supporting relief operations. 
o 19,793 Active Duty. 
o 46,186 National Guard. (+ 4,637 outside the response area). 
 

• 20 US Navy ships are in the area. 
• Total aviation support includes Active Duty and National Guard aircraft: 

o 346 (-) helicopters (166 Active Duty and 180 National Guard). 
o 68 (-) airplanes (35 Active Duty and 33 National Guard). 
 

• DoD has provided extensive search and rescue, evacuation, and medical support: 
o 4,637 active sorties flown – 496 in the past 24-hours. 
o  8,697 National Guard sorties flown – 309 in the past 24 hours. 
o Approximately 80,000 people evacuated. 
o Approximately 15,000 people rescued. 
o 7,500 patients evacuated by ground and an additional 2,607 evacuated by air. 
o 5,707 patients treated. 

• Total DoD medical personnel in the area is 2,037 (1072 Active and 965 National Guard). 
• Deputy Secretary of Defense approved Federal funding for use of National Guard in Title 

32 status to support relief operations – status is retroactive to August 29. 
• Projected flow of personnel for the next 24 to 48 hours: 3,140 Active Duty and 1154 

National Guard. 
 
• Joint Task Force Katrina (West) aboard the USS IWO JIMA. 

 
• JTF Katrina (Forward) continues to improve JTF communications and computer 

networks and complete establishment of backup systems. 
• Lieutenant General Honore directed that no Federal military service member will perform 

or assist with any type of forced evacuation. 
• The USNS COMFORT is currently at Pascagoula, Mississippi; after satisfying 

medical requirements there the ship will move to New Orleans. 
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• 82nd Airborne Division, 1st Cavalry Division, I and II Marine Expeditionary Force 
conducting humanitarian assistance, search and rescue, evacuation and security 
assessments. 

o Developing boundaries and search grid systems in conjunction with JTF 
Katrina and FEMA to facilitate clearing designated areas. 

o Deliberate planning to execute the high risk waterborne search and recovery 
in flooded areas in coordination with FEMA and US Coast Guard. 

o Division soldiers will not recover remains; will only mark and record 
locations for mortuary teams. 

 
• 54th Quartermaster Corps, Fort Lee, Virginia, is standing-by at Fort Benning prepared to 

assist FEMA with mortuary affairs if required. 
• Six installations are providing support as transportation staging areas for ice, water, 

medical supplies. 
 
• 1,507 beds are available in field hospitals:  New Orleans International Airport (25 beds), 

USS BATAAN (360 beds), USS IWO JIMA (360 beds), USS Tortuga (308 beds), 14th 
Combat Support Hospital (204 beds) and the USNS COMFORT (250 beds). 

 
• 21 million Meals Ready to Eat have been ordered by FEMA – 15.7 million have been 

delivered. 
o As a result of more organizations providing meals and movement of people 

to temporary shelters, FEMA placed the delivery of 2.5 million meals on-hold 
as current inventory is sufficient. 

• Little Rock Air Force Base, Arkansas is the central collection point for supplies donated by 
foreign countries - 100 nations and 11 international organizations have offered 
assistance. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Support to Hurricane KATRINA 
Office of the Assistant Secretary of Defense (Homeland Defense) 

Executive Summary 
 Friday, September 09, 2005  

 
Authorities 

• USACE conducts its emergency response activities under two basic authorities: 
o The Flood Control and Coastal Emergencies Act (P.L. 84-99). 
o The Stafford Disaster Relief and Emergency Assistance Act (P.L. 93-288). 
 

Command and Control 
• Commander, USACE is Lieutenant General Strock in Washington, D.C. 
• USACE Task Force Commander is Major General  Don Riley in Baton Rouge, Louisiana. 
• Mississippi Valley Division (MVD) Commander is Brigadier General Crear in Vicksburg, 

Mississippi. His area of operations covers the States of Louisiana and Mississippi. 
• South Atlantic Division Commander is Brigadier General Walsh in Atlanta, Georgia.  His 

area of operations covers the States of Alabama and Florida. 
 

Operational Highlights 
• 1,281 USACE personnel are on the ground or aboard ships supporting relief operations. 

o This number includes 47 soldiers from the 249th Prime Power Battalion. 
 

• Chief of Engineers met with Vice President Cheney, Governor Blanco, Secretary 
Chertoff and others at the 17th Street Canal yesterday. 

o TF Unwater has 37 of 174 pumps operating throughout New Orleans and 
Plaquemines for a current flow of 10,934 CFS. This is a 1,200 CFS increase 
from yesterday. 

o Environment Protection Agency has issued a permit waiver for discharge of flood 
waters.  

o The German pump team arrived and will be prepared to operate on Sept 10th. 
They will likely be employed in basin E3, New Orleans East Bank. 

o Contractor installed nine staff gauges to better measure progress in basins. 
o Unit is attempting to recon pumping station status in Plaquemines Parish through 

locals/station workers. 
o Actions for next 24 hours: Expect to release updated unwatering estimates 

September 10th. Expect contractor to start mobilizing to unwater 
Plaquemines. Expect contractor, Shaw Group, to install an additional 31 
auxiliary pumps over the next 24 hours. Will continue to refine pump 
assessments, bring additional pumps online, and water levels will continue to 
drop within city. 

• Water and Ice:  40,248,000 liters of water and 111,920,000 lbs of ice delivered to date. 
o Water and Ice demand appears to have leveled off.  Will continue to meet 

current FEMA FCO requirements and recommend changes to that level of 
support if demand throughput indicates. 

 



• Debris: 
o Emergency clearing of US 90 in Louisiana completed Sept 6th, however, it remains 

impassable due to drawbridge and closed floodgate. 
o Contractor continues removing debris in Lafourche and Jefferson Parishes. 

Expect to start in St. John and St. James Parishes tomorrow.  
o Still awaiting debris estimates and baseline for removal broken down by 

parish. Meeting again with St. James and St. Johns Parishes today. 
• Roofing: 

o Will establish a “Rights of Entry” (ROE) collection point on the route to 
Jefferson Parish.  Contractor on ground with 30 crews but lack of life 
support a challenge.  

o 27 Quality Assurance inspectors are working in Mississippi. Another 40 are 
on the way with a projected requirement of 300. They collect ROEs and 
inspect completed roofs. 

 
• Power:  47 Prime Power soldiers working in the area. 

o Last 24 hours:  Continued working assessments and generator installs in 
Mississippi and Louisiana.  Primary effort in LA is getting power to pumping 
stations. 
 Installed power for an emergency broadcast radio station and 

erected a repeater at the Landmark Hotel in NOLA. 
 Have completed 445 assessments and 77 generator installs to date. 

o Next 24 hours:  Continue to work overhead power line to Pump Station 7 and 
conduct assessments at health facilities.  

 
• Navigation: 

o Mississippi River is open to shallow draft traffic and deep draft vessels less than 
39’ (daylight only).  Contractor working to remove obstacles in Southwest Pass. 

o Harvey Lock, Algiers Canal and Lock are operating. Gulf Intercoastal Water Way 
is open from Texas to Florida via Baptiste Collette. 

o Inner Harbor Navigation Canal (IHNC) remains non operational due to bridge 
closures and sunken barges. Contractor working to repair.  The IHNC lock is 
working. 

 
• Housing: 

FEMA’s Housing Area Command working requirements to temporarily house 500,000 
through a combination of travel trailers, mobile homes, hotels, and cruise ships. 
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